Introduction to U.S. Aids to Navigation

An Introduction To
U.S. Aids to Navigation System
Examples From The Seattle Area
Of Puget Sound

[.LA.L.A Region B

(International Association of
Lighthouse Authorities)

Mike Brough
February 05, 2011

© 2011 //captnmike.com

NEVER USE A SINGLE
POINT OF NAVIGATION!!

The Chart You Are Using Might
Not Be Up To Date

Charts Should Be Kept
Up To Date Using LNM

An Aid To Navigation
Might Have Been Moved
Either By Accident Or On Purpose.

3

© 2011 //captnmike.com

© 2011 captnmike.com

An Aid to Navigation by Itself
Does Not Tell The Whole Story

A Chart is Needed To Give The
Proper Context To Any
Navigation Aid

A Good Boater And Navigator
Know Where they are at
ALL TIMES..
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Safe Water

Unobstructed Water on all Sides
May Be Lettered
May Have a Red Topmark

Fairways, Mid-Channel, Offshore Approach Paints.
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Red Right Returning From the Sea

Lateral Aids / Indicate Safe Water
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Red Right Returning??
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Red Right Returning??

Range Markers / Range Dayboards

Fixed
Used in PAIRS
Front Board is Lower Than Back Board
Works Like a Gun Sight
Mark a Course at a Distance From the Markers.
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Preferred Channel

Top Color Indicates Preferred Channel
Consult Chart for Why One Channel is Preferred 15
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Special Marks
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May Be Lettered

Never Numbered
= Mark Special Features or Areas
Light List = “JR on Dolphin”

i

J =Junction R= Key Color Red Preferred Channel
Several Different Descriptors (RG)

Traffic Separation VTS - Anchoring
Military. Exercise Areas — Cables or Pipelines

Fishnet Areas — Test Areas.
© 2011 Veaptnmike.com

18

© 2011 /lcaptnmike.com

DAYBOARDS - MAY BE LETTERED
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e Position — Consult Proper Chart |
“X Marks The Spot” or “You Are Here” |

CAUTION - MAY Indicate Danger

In This Example, Don't Go South of The Mark
. T L~ T T
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An Aid to Navigation by ltself
Does Not Tell The Whole Story

A Chart is Needed To Give The
Proper Context To Any
Navigation Aid

NEVER USE A SINGLE
POINT OF NAVIGATION!!

Thank You For Your Interest
In Boating Safety.
©.2011 /lcaptnmike.com

23 24

© 2011 //captnmike.com

© 2011 //captnmike.com

© 2011 captnmike.com



